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XM994 5 RECORDS OF THE NORTH WALES ASSOCIATION
OF CHURCH BELL RINGERS 

 1977-1986 

This c o l l e c t i o n was created by 
successive S e c r e t a r i e s of the Gwynedd 
and West Clwyd Branch of the North Wales 
A s s o c i a t i o n . P r i o r to 1977 i  t appears 
that no Branch records other than a 
minute book have su r v i v e d , but from t h i s 
date Dr Bernard Matthews, J K Randolph 
E l l i s and Susan E l l i s , who served i n 
t u r n i n the c a p a c i t y of Hon. Sec. of 
the Branch, have preserved both 
correspondence f i l e s and a s s o c i a t e d 
m a t e r i a l . JKRE a l s o served as Hon. 
Sec. to the North Wales Assoc i a t i o n t f o r 
a term, and the papers which r e f l e c t h i s 
many a c t i v i t i e s i n t h i s post are 
i n c l u d e d i n the c o l l e c t i o n . This i s a 
l a r g e l y personal c o l l e c t i o n . The 
o f f i c i a l records of both the A s s o c i a t i o n 
and the Branch remain w i t h the current 
o f f i c e r s , although some copy minutes and 
account sheets are to be found i n the 
correspondence f i l e s . 

M9 94 5/1 BUSINESS OF THE HON. SEC. OF THE 
GWYNEDD & WEST CLWYD BRANCH 
of the North Wales A s s o c i a t i o n , 
i n c l u d i n g some items of business of the 
Hon. Sec. of the A s s o c i a t i o n . 

XM9945/1/1 LIST of peals and quarter peals rung by
the North Wales A s s o c i a t i o n d u r i n g the 
year. A l s o includes f i g u r e s f o r peals 
rung f o r the A s s o c i a t i o n s i n c e i t s 
i n c e p t i o n . 

 1977 



9945 
accession No. 


JCM9945/1/2 


XM9945/1/3 


XM9945/1/4 


-

XM9945/1/5 


XM9945/1/6 


KM9945/1/7 


C l a s s Mark 


XM9945 


EXTRACT from The Ringing World' w i t h an 1978 

a r t i c l e by Geoffrey P a r t i n g [of Buckley, 

Ringing Master of the North Wales 

A s s o c i a t i o n ] about the h i s t o r y of the 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 

Photocopy. 


RULES of the North Wales A s s o c i a t i o n of 1978 

Church B e l l Ringers ( R e v i s i o n ) . 


FILE of correspondence t o Dr Bernard E 1977-1978 

Matthews, Hon. Sec. of the Gwynedd & 

West Clwyd Branch of the North Wales 

A s s o c i a t i o n . Includes unsigned minutes 

of Branch meetings. 


FILE of correspondence to Dr Bernard E 1978-1979 

Matthews, Hon. Sec. of the Gwynedd & 

West Clwyd Branch of the North Wales 

A s s o c i a t i o n . Includes unsigned copies 

of minutes of some meetings. 


FILE of correspondence t o Dr Bernard E 1979 

Matthews, Hon. Sec. of the Gwynedd & 

West Clwyd Branch of the North Wales 

A s s o c i a t i o n . 


FILE of questionnaire r e t u r n s sent to 1979-1980 

Tower Captains of a l  l towers w i t h i n the 

North Wales A s s o c i a t i o n , i n order to 

gain a p i c t u r e of the s t a t e of r i n g i n g 

i n each pa. Includes a s t a t i s t i c a l 

a n a l y s i s of the responses, some 

correspondence and the d r a f t proposed 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e . 
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9945 XM9945 

XM9945/1/8 F I L E o f c o r r e s p o n d e n c e t o B e r n a r d
Matthews, R a n d o l p h E l l i s and S u s a n 
E l l i s , s u c c e s s i v e Hon. S e e s . o f t h e 
Gwynedd & West C l w y d B r a n c h o f t h e N o r t h 
W a l e s A s s o c i a t i o n a n d t o RE, Hon. S e c . 
o f t h e N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n . 
I n c l u d e s a c o p y o f ' The Ringing World', 
1977, w i t h an a r t i c l e a b o u t t h e b e l l s o f 
S t P e t e r ' s C h u r c h , R u t h i n . [By t h e 
a c t i v e p e r i o d o f t h i s f i l e , R u t h i n b e l l s 
h a d b e e n d e c l a r e d u n r i n g a b l e . ] A l s o 
i n c l u d e s i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t s u r v e y s done 
on t h e b e l l s a t L l a n g e f n i , R h u d d l a n and 
B a n g o r . 

 1979-1984 

XM9945/1/9 ANNUAL ACCOUNT AND BALANCE SHEET o f t h e
N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n o f C h u r c h B e l l 
R i n g e r s . 

 1980 

XM9945/1/10 MINUTES [ u n s i g n e d ] o f t h e A n n u a l G e n e r a l
M e e t i n g o f t h e N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n , 
h e l d a t S t G i l e s ' C h u r c h , Wrexham. 

 21 Mar 1981 

XM9945/1/11 CIRCULAR LETTER: J K R a n d o l p h E l l i s ,
Hon. S e c . o f t h e N o r t h Wales 
A s s o c i a t i o n t o i n c u m b e n t s o f a l  l 
c h u r c h e s i n Gwynedd an d west Clwyd w h i c h 
have b e l l s hung f o r r i n g i n g . The 
A s s o c i a t i o n i s p l a n n i n g t o h o l d an open 
d a y on 23 May 1981 a t w h i c h i  t i s 
e x p e c t e d v i s i t i n g r i n g e r s w o u l d p a y 20p 
p e r t ower, i n o r d e r t o r a i s e money f o r 
t h e A s s o c i a t i o n s B e l l R e s t o r a t i o n Fund. 
A s k s w h e t h e r i  t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e f o r 
t h e c h u r c h t o w e r t o be open f o r 45 
m i n u t e s between p a r t i c u l a r h o u r s . 

A t t a c h e d : 
RULES o f t h e B e l l R e s t o r a t i o n Fund. 

 1981 
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$49945/1/12 EXTRACT f r o m 1 The Ringing World' s h o w i n g
t h a t a q u a r t e r p e a l was r u n g i n B a n g o r 
[St D a v i d ' s C h u r c h , G l a n a d d a ] f o r t h e 
i n d u c t i o n o f t h e Rev. T E P Edwards. 
P h o t o c o p y . 

 5 J u n 1981 

XM9945/1/13 CIRCULAR LETTER: J K R a n d o l p h E l l i s ,
Hon. S e c . t o a l  l Tower C a p t a i n s o f t h e 
N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n , r e p o r t i n g on 
th e r e s u l t s o f t h e r e c e n t s t r i k i n g 
c o m p e t i t i o n h e l d a t F o r d e n and 
a n n o u n c i n g a one d a y t r a i n i n g c o u r s e f o r 
r i n g e r s a t P l a i n Hunt l e v e l . 

A t t a c h e d : 
JUDGING SHEETS o f t h e s t r i k i n g 
c o m p e t i t i o n h e l d a t F o r d e n on 2 0 June 
1981, w i t h s c o r e and comments, by t h e 
j u d g e , Dr D o n a l d M a r s h a l l [ B r a n c h 
R i n g i n g M a s t e r , o f B a n g o r ] . 

 29 J u n 1981 

XM9945/1/14 F I L E o f c o r r e s p o n d e n c e t o S u s a n E l l i s ,
Hon. S e c . o f t h e Gwynedd^West Clwyd 
B r a n c h o f t h e N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n 
and t o R a n d o l p h E l l i s , Hon. S e c . o f 
th e N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n . I n c l u d e s 
a p o l o g i e s f o r a b s e n c e a t m e e t i n g s , 
e n q u i r i e s a b o u t a v a i l a b i l i t y o f t o w e r s 
f r o m v i s i t i n g r i n g e r s , news o f c h u r c h e s 
w i t h i n t h e A s s o c i a t i o n , news o f s p e c i a l 
e v e n t s s u c h as p e a l a nd q u a r t e r p e a l 
a t t e m p t s , r i n g i n g d a y s a n d o u t i n g s . 
A l s o i n c l u d e s n ewspaper c u t t i n g s r e . S t 
D a v i d ' s , G l a n a d d a , B a n g o r . 

 1982-1986 

3M9945/1/15 POSTER o f f o r t h c o m i n g r i n g i n g m e e t i n g s 
f o r t h e E a s t Clwyd and M a e l o r B r a n c h o f 
th e N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n . 

1985 



-

a c c e s s i o n

9945

 No.

IXM9945/1/16 ANNUAL ACCOUNT AND BALANCE SHEET o f t h e
Gwynedd & West C l w y d B r a n c h o f t h e N o r t h 
Wales A s s o c i a t i o n . 

XM9945/1/17 CIRCULAR LETTER: C y r i l A W r a t t e n , Hon.
Sec. & T r e a s . , C e n t r a l C o u n c i l o f 
C h u r c h B e l l R i n g e r s t o [Randolph] E l l i s , 
S e c . N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n , e n c l o s i n g 
v a r i o u s i t e m s . 

E n c l o s e d : 
1. O F F I C I A L REPORT o f t h e C e n t r a l 
C o u n c i l m e e t i n g h e l d a t R e i g a t e , 2 7 May 
1986. 

2. LETTER: J o h n B a r n e s , C h a i r m a n o f 
B e l l R e s t o r a t i o n Funds Committee o f t h e 
C e n t r a l C o u n c i l t o a l  l A s s o c i a t i o n 
S e c r e t a r i e s r e . an i n i t i a t i v e t o promote 
t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f u n r i n g a b l e b e l l s , 
Nov. 1986. 

3. BLANK FORMS (2) f o r n o t i f y i n g t h e 
C e n t r a l c o u n c i l o f a l o c a l s o c i e t y ' s 
e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o i  t and a l s o 
f o r a p p l y i n g f o r membership f o r one o f 
t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l 1 s c o m m i t t e e s . 

,51994 5/2 SURVEYS AND REPORTS OF BELLS, BELL 
FRAMES AND FITTINGS w i t h i n t h e a r e a o f 
t h e Gwynedd & West C l w y d B r a n c h o f t h e 
N o r t h W a l e s A s s o c i a t i o n . 

1 9 4 5 / 2 / 1 BANGOR: 

 C l a s s Mark: 


 XM9945 


 15 F e b 1986 


 26 Nov 1986 
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XM9945/2/1/1 LETTER: B r i a n T h r e l f a l l , Towers & 21 Aug 1980 

B e l f r i e s Committee, C e n t r a l C o u n c i l o f 

C h u r c h B e l l R i n g e r s t o R a n d o l p h E l l i s , 

e n c l o s i n g r e p o r t s f o l l o w i n g h i s s u r v e y s 

o f B a n g o r a n d R h u d d l a n b e l l s . Comments 

t h a t RE 1s p r o p o s a l s r e . r e s t o r a t i o n t o 

B a n g o r b e l l s s h o u l d work r e a s o n a b l y 

w e l l , b u t t h a t he w o u l d p r e f e r t o u s e a 

p l a t e t o p a n d b o t t o m [ o f t h e b e l l frame] 

w i t h b o l t s down t h e s i d e s . B e l i e v e s 

t h a t a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p u l l e y s a nd l o o s e 

w h e e l s w o u l d make a more d r a m a t i c 

improvement, a l t h o u g h work on t h e frame 

i s more i m p o r t a n t i n t h e l o n g r u n . 


E n c l o s e d : 

1. COPY LETTER: BT t o Rev. R G Morgan, 

R h u d d l a n e n c l o s i n g h i s r e p o r t on 

R h u d d l a n b e l l s [see XM9945/2/7/1 f o r 

r e p o r t ] . A f t e r a few y e a r s ' w o r t h o f 

m a i n t e n a n c e have been made up, t h e r e i s 

no r e a s o n why t h e b e l l s s h o u l d n o t be 

r u n g r e g u l a r l y . A b e t t e r r e s u l t w o u l d 

be o b t a i n e d b y r e - h a n g i n g them, b u t 

t h e r e i s no d a n g e r i n c o n t i n u i n g t o 

r i n g them now. Comments a d v e r s e l y on 

t h e d a n g e r o u s s t a t e o f t h e a c c e s s 

l a d d e r s . 


2. COPY LETTER: BT t o t h e A r c h d e a c o n 

o f Bangor, e n c l o s i n g h i s r e p o r t on 

B a n g o r b e l l s . He f o u n d n o t h i n g 

d a n g e r o u s l y wrong and a l l t h e work c a n 

be u n d e r t a k e n by t h e r i n g e r s . U r g e s 

t h e A r c h d e a c o n t o e n s u r e t h a t b e l l s , 

"which r e p r e s e n t a n o t i n c o n s i d e r a b l e 

c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e , " s h o u l d r e c e i v e 

r e g u l a r m a i n t e n a n c e . N o t e s t h a t h i s 

e x p e n c e s a r e t o be met b y t h e b e l l 

r i n g e r s t h e m s e l v e s . 


3. ORIGINAL REPORT on t h e b e l l - f r a m e 

o f S t D a v i d ' s C h u r c h , G l a n a d d a , B a n g o r . 


4. COPY REPORT as above. 
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XM9945/2/2 BARMOUTH: 

XM9945/2/2/1 REPORT of a survey on the b e l l s of St
John's Church, Barmouth c a r r i e d out by 
Randolph E l l i s . I ncludes d e t a i l e d 
recommendations f o r b a s i c r e s t o r a t i o n 
work t h a t i s needed t o r e s t o r e the b e l l s 
t o good r i n g i n g c o n d i t i o n . [2 c o p i e s , 
o r i g i n a l [incomplete] and photocopy]. 

 Jun 1981 

-

XM9945/2/2/2 LETTER: Bob [Crabbe] t o Randolph
[ E l l i s ] e n c l o s i n g a copy of the r e p o r t 
on St John's b e l l s . I t  i s q u i t e a good 
r e p o r t but at present a l  l th a t i s 
suggested i s out of the q u e s t i o n . BC 
w i l l be o r d e r i n g new p u l l e y s s h o r t l y . 
Is g l a d t o hear RE i s r e c o v e r i n g . 

 15 Feb 1982 

En c l o s e d : 
1. LETTER: Whitechapel B e l l Foundry, 
London t o Mr R J C Crabbe, Barmouth 
[Tower C a p t a i n ] . F o l l o w i n g a v i s i t to 
see the b e l l s of SS. John & David, 
Barmouth, they r e p o r t on the c o n d i t i o n 
of the b e l l s , frame and f i t t i n g s with 
recommendations of v a r i o u s courses of 
a c t i o n t o be undertaken t o improve them. 
Incl u d e s note of s i z e s , weight and 
p i t c h of the e i g h t b e l l s , which were 
i n s t a l l e d i n 1891 at a co s t of 
£ 9 0 8 . 0 s . I d . , which c o s t was met by Mrs 
P e r r i n s of Malvern. 

2. ESTIMATES (2) f o r schemes of r e p a i r . 

XM9945/2/3 THE * CURFEW BELL', CAERNARFON: 



9945

^ c e s s i o n No.


JXM9945/2/3/1 LETTER: M W Thompson, W e l s h O f f i c e .

C a r d i f f t o J K R a n d o l p h E l l i s e x p l a i n i n g 

t h a t t h e C u r f e w B e l l a t P o r t h Mawr i s i n 

t h e c a r e o f t h e W e l s h O f f i c e , b u t n o t 

t h e i r o w n e r s h i p . P e r m i s s i o n s h o u l d be 

s o u g h t f r o m t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y t o s t u d y 

t h e b e l l . MWT i s p l e a s e d t o o f f e r h e l p 

w i t h a c c e s s b u t RE i s t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t 

t h e y a c c e p t no l i a b i l i t y f o r a c c i d e n t o r 

i n j u r y t h a t m i g h t o c c u r i n a p a r t o f t h e 

monument t h a t i s c l o s e d t o t h e p u b l i c . 


IXM9945/2/3/2 REPORT o f a s u r v e y o f The C u r f e w B e l l

h a n g i n g a t P o r t h Mawr, S t r y d Mawr, 

C a e r n a r f o n , c a r r i e d o u t b y R a n d o l p h 

E l l i s [ at t h e r e q u e s t o f C h r i s P i c k f o r d 

o f B e d f o r d , f o r i n c l u s i o n i n h i s s u r v e y 

o f B r i t i s h b e l l s ] . [2 c o p i e s ] 


E n c l o s e d : 

DRAFT NOTES. 


IXM9945/2/4 CLYNNOG FAWR: 

KM9945/2/4/1 REPORT on t h e b e l l s o f S t B e u n o 1 s

C h u r c h , C l y n n o g Fawr by R a n d o l p h E l l i s , 

w i t h r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r p r o c e d u r e s t o 

be u n d e r t a k e n i n o r d e r t o b r i n g t h e 

b e l l s b a c k i n t o u s a b l e c o n d i t i o n . 


E n c l o s e d : 

DRAFT NOTEBOOK. 


^9945/2/4/2 LETTER: I d r i s Thomas, Y R h e i t h o r d y ,

T r e f o r t o [Randolph] E l l i s , r e s p o n d i n g 

t o t h e r e p o r t on C l y n n o g b e l l s . A s k s 

w h e t h e r RE w o u l d be p r e p a r e d t o c a r r y 

o u t t h e work on t h e b e l l s h i m s e l f and 

hopes t h a t t h e A s s o c i a t i o n w o u l d make 

f u l l u s e o f them t h e r e a f t e r . 


 C l a s s Mark: 


 XM9945 

 10 Sep 1980 


 9 A p r 1981 


 30 A p r 1981 


 19 Aug 1981 


A 




V n e s s i o n No.

9945

M9945/2/5


I 

M9945/2/5/1


19945/2/6 

XM9945/2/6/1


 C l a s s Mark: 


 XM9945 


 DENBIGH: 


 REPORT on t h e b e l l s , b e l l f r a m e, 10 J u n 1983 

f i t t i n g s a n d f o u n d a t i o n beams a t S t 

Mary's C h u r c h , D e n b i g h , c a r r i e d o u t b y 

R a n d o l p h E l l i s . N o t e s t h a t t h e s e b e l l s 

a r e u n i q u e i n t h a t t h e y a p p e a r t o have 

n e v e r b e e n r u n g s i n c e t h e i r h a n g i n g . 

G i v e s a d v i c e on r e s t o r a t i o n m e a s u r e s 

t h a t w o u l d n e e d t o be c a r r i e d o u t i n 

o r d e r t o have a r i n g i n g p e a l and o f f e r s 

t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n . 


E n c l o s e d : 

DRAFT NOTES. 


 LLANGEFNI: 


 REPORT o f a s u r v e y o f t h e b e l l s and 26 Mar 1981 

f i t t i n g s o f [St C y n g a r ' s C h u r c h ] , 

L l a n g e f n i , c a r r i e d o u t b y R a n d o l p h and 

S u s a n E l l i s . [ T h i s was done a t t h e 

r e q u e s t o f C h r i s P i c k f o r d o f B e d f o r d , 

f o r i n c l u s i o n i n h i s s u r v e y o f B r i t i s h 

b e l l s . ] 


A t t a c h e d : 

RUBBING o f W Blews' G o t h i c l e t t e r i n g 

[ s u p p l i e d b y C P ] . 
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XM9945/2/6/2 DRAFT LETTER: [ R a n d o l p h E l l i s t o t h e
B e l l R e s c u e Fund o f t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l 
o f C h u r c h B e l l R i n g e r s ] . RE was 
r e c e n t l y a s k e d t o s u r v e y t h e b e l l s a t 
L l a n g e f n i p a. c h u r c h on b e h a l f o f C h r i s 
P i c k f o r d o f B e d f o r d , who was w r i t i n g an 
a r t i c l e on t h e b e l l - f o u n d e r W i l l i a m 
B l e w s . As a m a t t e r o f c o u r t e s y he s e n t 
a c o p y o f h i s s u r v e y o f t h e s e 
d e l a p i d a t e d b e l l s t o t h e R e c t o r . The 
R e c t o r t h e n a s k e d him t o c a r r y o u t a 
f u r t h e r , more d e t a i l e d s u r v e y , g i v i n g a 
r e p o r t o f work t h a t w o u l d n e e d t o be 
done t o r e s t o r e t h e b e l l s . RE was 
i n v i t e d t o a d d r e s s t h e PCC: he t o l d 
them t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e b e l l s were o f a 
t y p e i n t e n d e d t o be r u n g f u l l - c i r c l e , 
t h e y h a d b een ' c l o c k e d ' [had t h e c l a p p e r 
swung a g a i n s t t h e s o u n d bow w i t h t h e 
b e l l i n t h e "down' p o s i t i o n ] f o r o v e r 
100 y e a r s , and t h a t t h i s h a d c a u s e d much 
damage. A t a s u b s e q u e n t PCC m e e t i n g , a 
q u o t e f r o m E a y r e & S m i t h o f £4000 f o r 
r e s t o r a t i o n work was d i s c u s s e d . I t was 
f e l t t h i s was a l o t o f money t o s p e n d on 
b e l l s i n s u c h p o o r c o n d i t i o n . The 
R e c t o r i n t e n d e d t o a p p r o a c h t h e B e l l 
R e s c u e Fund i n o r d e r t o e n q u i r e a b o u t 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a c q u i r i n g a r e d u n d a n t 
l i g h t s i x . He had a l r e a d y c o n t a c t e d 
Dean T h u r l o w o f G l o u c e s t e r and r e c e i v e d 
much en c o u r a g e m e n t . RE a s k s [ t h e B e l l 
R e s c u e Fund] t o g i v e as much s u p p o r t as 
t h e y c a n and a l s o t o s u p p l y him w i t h 
g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t h e work o f 
t h e Fund s i n c e he b e l i e v e s i  t i s l i k e l y 
a n o t h e r t o w e r m i g h t s h o r t l y c o n s i d e r t h e 
a c q u i s i t i o n o f a r e d u n d a n t r i n g o f 6 o r 
8 . 

 [1981] 
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a c c e s s i o n No. C l a s s Mark: 


945/2/6/3 COPY LETTER: G i l b e r t T h u r l o w , Dean o f 

G l o u c e s t e r t o Rev. R L l Owen, L l a n g e f n i 

[copy s e n t by GT t o R a n d o l p h E l l i s ] . 

Thanks R L l 0 f o r e n c l o s i n g R E 1 s r e p o r t 

and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s r e . S t C y n g a r ' s 

b e l l s . E n t h u s e s a b o u t t h e scheme t o 

have t h e t h r e e b e l l s r e h u n g w i t h s p a c e 

i n c l u d e d i n t h e frame f o r t h r e e more 

b e l l s " i f e v e r d o n o r s m i g h t come f o r w a r d 

t o g i v e them - p e r h a p s as m e m o r i a l s t o 

d e p a r t e d members o f t h e f a m i l y and so on 

- t h u s t h e c h u r c h w o u l d b u i l d up 

e v e n t u a l l y t o a l o v e l y l i t t l e l i g h t r i n g 

o f s i x b e l l s . " I t d o e s n ' t m a t t e r i f 

t h e r e a r e no r i n g e r s i n L l a n g e f n i now, 

as p e o p l e w i l l come f o r w a r d t o l e a r n . 

Recommends t h a t a s m a l l b u t e x p e r i e n c e d 

b e l l - h a n g e r be engage d t o c a r r y o u t t h e 

work and t h a t f u n d - r a i s i n g be l e f t t o 

"some f r i e n d l y e n t h u s i a s t . . . and 

a p p o i n t a s m a l l f o r w a r d l o o k i n g 

s u b - c o m m i t t e e t o b a c k him." A p p e a l s f o r 

money f o r b e l l s o f t e n a t t r a c t s s u p p o r t 

f r o m o u t s i d e r s , e s p e c i a l l y a s i t means 

work f o r c r a f t s m e n . A d v i s e s t h a t R J 

C o o l e s , Hon. S e c . o f t h e "Rescue Fund" 

be a p p r o a c h e d f o r h e l p f o r new b e l l s . 

W i s h e s s u c c e s s w i t h t h i s " i n s p i r i n g 

scheme." 


Appended: 

NOTE a d d e d by GT on c o p y t o RE 

s u g g e s t i n g a whip r o u n d f o r two new 

b e l l s t o be named " C h a r l e s P r i n c e o f 

W a l e s " and " D i a n a P r i n c e s s o f W a l e s . " 

I s s u r e RE w o u l d g e t them, and "you 

m i g h t g e t t h e 'baby' - t h e new t r e b l e 
i n due c o u r s e ! " 


XM9945 


22 J u n 1981 
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j(M9945/2/6/4 COPY LETTER: R J C o o l e s , [member o f t h e
Redundant B e l l s Committee o f t h e C e n t r a l 
C o u n c i l ] t o Rev. R L l Owen, L l a n g e f n i 
r e . S t C y n g a r ' s b e l l s . N o t e s t h a t t h e 
t h r e e e x i s t i n g b e l l s a r e h i s t o r i c a nd i  t 
w o u l d be b o t h u n l i k e l y a n d u n d e s i r a b l e 
t h a t t h e s e s h o u l d be t r a d e d i n as s c r a p 
m e t a l t o o f f s e t t h e c o s t o f a c q u i r i n g a 
new r i n g o f s i x . I t i s h i g h l y u n l i k e l y 
t h a t a l i g h t s i x w i l l become a v a i l a b l e , 
s i n c e t h e s e r a r e l y become r e d u n d a n t ; 
h e a v y s i x e s , and e v e n more s o , e i g h t s , 
on t h e o t h e r hand, a r e f a r more r e a d i l y 
a v a i l a b l e . S u g g e s t s t h a t i  t m i g h t be 
p o s s i b l e t o a c q u i r e t h r e e i n d i v i d u a l 
b e l l s f r o m d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e s . S i n c e 
t h e t h r e e e x i s t i n g b e l l s a r e i n t u n e 
w i t h e a c h o t h e r , t h e y c o u l d p o s s i b l y 
f o r m t h e b a c k t h r e e o f a r i n g o f s i x 
w i t h a t e n o r o f ab o u t 7 cwt. S u g g e s t s 
t h a t q u o t a t i o n s be o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e 
d i f f e r e n t b e l l f o u n d r i e s r e . what c a n 
be done w i t h t h e e x i s t i n g b e l l s . The 
Redundant B e l l s Committee w o u l d t h e n 
see what c o u l d be done t o o b t a i n t h r e e 
o t h e r b e l l s f r o m e l s e w h e r e i n t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

 06 Aug 1981 

XM9945/2/6/5 LETTER: W h i t e c h a p e l B e l l F o u n d r y ,
L ondon t o J K R a n d o l p h E l l i s r e p l y i n g t o 
a l e t t e r o f e n q u i r y r e . t h e b e l l s o f S t 
C y n g a r ' s C h u r c h , L l a n g e f n i . N o t e s t h a t 
t h e b e l l s were c a s t b y B l e w s , whose 
b e l l s a r e g e n e r a l l y o f p o o r t o n e . G i v e s 
p r o b a b l e c o s t s o f f i v e a l t e r n a t e schemes 
f o r a u g m e n t a t i o n o f t h e t h r e e b e l l s t o a 
r i n g o f 6, as p r o p o s e d b y RE. 

 27 Aug 1981 
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XM9945/2/6/6

ft 
XM9945/2/6/7

 LETTER: C h r i s [ P i c k f o r d ] , B e d f o r d t o
R a n d o l p h [ E l l i s ] r e p l y i n g t o an e n q u i r y 
a b o u t t h e d o n o r s o f L l a n g e f n i b e l l s . 
T h e r e i s no i n f o r m a t i o n i n t h e b e l l 
f o u n d e r ' s r e c o r d s ; s u g g e s t s t h e p a r i s h 
r e c o r d s m i g h t g i v e some i n d i c a t i o n 
w h e t h e r t h e b e l l s had e v e r b e e n r e c a s t . 
CP i s o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t a l t h o u g h 
B l e w s ' b e l l s a r e r a r e , enough s u r v i v e 
f o r t h e r e t o be no v e t o on a p a . t a k i n g 
w h a t e v e r a c t i o n t h e y c h o s e . Does n o t 
t h i n k t h e y c o u l d e v e r f o r m t h e b a s i s o f 
a g o od r i n g o f s i x and b e l i e v e s t h a t 
r e c a s t i n g w o u l d be t h e b e s t o p t i o n . 

 DRAFT LETTER: [ R a n d o l p h E l l i s ] t o [Rev
R L I Owen, L l a n g e f n i ] t h a n k i n g him f o r a 
t e l e p h o n e c a l l w i t h t h e g o o d news t h a t 
t h e PCC has d e c i d e d t o engage E a y r e & 
S m i t h t o c a r r y o u t t h e r e s t o r a t i o n work 
on S t C y n g a r ' s b e l l s . S u g g e s t s t h a t an 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r a g r a n t s h o u l d be made 
t o t h e T r u s t e e s o f t h e N o r t h Wales 
A s s o c i a t i o n s B e l l R e s t o r a t i o n Fund. I t 
w o u l d be an a d v a n t a g e i f R L l 0 were t o 
m e n t i o n h i s w i l l i n g n e s s t o have a b a n d 
o f b e l l r i n g e r s t a u g h t t h e a r t o f change 
r i n g i n g , and a l s o t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
a u g m e n t a t i o n t o s i x b e l l s a t a f u t u r e 
d a t e . G r a n t s a r e made f o r work a c t u a l l y 
u n d e r t a k e n and a r e u s u a l l y i n t h e r e g i o n 
o f 10% o f t h e t o t a l c o s t . 

 2 Sep

 [1982] 

 1981 

349945/2/6/8 BUNDLE OF PAPERS r e . t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f
t h e b e l l s o f L l a n g e f n i P a r i s h C h u r c h . 
I n c l u d e s q u o t a t i o n s a n d e s t i m a t e s f o r 
p r o p o s e d schemes o f work t o be c a r r i e d 
o u t b y E a y r e & S m i t h L t d . , b e l l h a n g e r s & 
e n g i n e e r s , Derby, and a l e t t e r o f 
a p p l i c a t i o n b y Rev R L l Owen, R e c t o r o f 
L l a n g e f n i , f o r a g r a n t f r o m t h e N o r t h 
Wales A s s o c i a t i o n t o h e l p w i t h t h e c o s t 
o f r e p a i r s . 
3 i t e m s . 

 1981-1982 



9945 XM9945 

XM9945/2/7 RHUDDLAN: 

XM9945/2/7/1 REPORT on t h e tower, b e l l f r a m e , f i t t i n g s
and b e l l s o f t h e c h u r c h o f S t Mary, 
R h u d d l a n by B D T h r e l f a l l , MA, CEng., 
MICE, FFB. I n c l u d e s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f 
f u t u r e work t o be c a r r i e d o u t t o e n s u r e 
t h e b e l l s a r e k e p t r i n g a b l e . [See 
XM9945/2/1/1 f o r c o p y o f l e t t e r w h i c h 
a c c o m p a n i e d t h i s r e p o r t ] . 

 Aug 1980 

XM9945/2/8 RUTHIN: 

XM9945/2/8/1 DRAFT DISCUSSION DOCUMENT l a y i n g o u t
o p t i o n s f o r m a i n t a i n i n g f u l l c i r c l e b e l l 
r i n g i n g a t S t P e t e r ' s C h u r c h , R u t h i n . 
I n c l u d e s q u o t a t i o n s f r o m b e l l f o u n d e r s 
f o r c a r r y i n g o u t a v a r i e t y o f schemes 
i n v o l v i n g t h e s c r a p p i n g o f some b e l l s 
and t h e r e - h a n g i n g o f o t h e r s , i n o r d e r 
t o p r e s e r v e a r i n g o f r e d u c e d w e i g h t . 

[ T h i s document was c r e a t e d i n r e s p o n s e 
t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f R u t h i n PCC f o r a 
F a c u l t y t o remove t h e i r b e l l s , m e l t them 
down and u s e t h e money t h u s o b t a i n e d t o 
i n s t a l l an e l e c t r o n i c c h i m i n g d e v i c e . 
T h i s p r o p o s a l was o p p o s e d v i g o r o u s l y b y 
o f f i c e r s o f t h e N o r t h W a les A s s o c i a t i o n , 
s u p p o r t e d b y t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l o f 
C h u r c h B e l l R i n g e r s . ] 

 [1985] 
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LETTER: J o h n B a r n e s , C h a i r m a n o f B e l l 12 Mar 1985 

R e s t o r a t i o n Funds Committee, C e n t r a l 

C o u n c i l t o L e o n a r d C o l l e y , 11 

W i l m i n g t o n , M a r t o n , W e l s h p o o l 

[ s u b s e q u e n t l y f o r w a r d e d t o R a n d o l p h 

E l l i s ] r e . R u t h i n b e l l s . JB f e a r s t h a t 

t h e r e a p p e a r t o be no T r u s t s s y m p a t h e t i c 

t o a p p e a l s f r o m r e l i g i o u s b o d i e s l i s t e d 

i n N o r t h W ales. He s u g g e s t s t h a t an 

a p p l i c a t i o n be made t o t h e M a n i f o l d 

T r u s t , a l t h o u g h t h i s h as s t a t e d t h a t i t 

w i s h e s t o s u p p o r t p r o j e c t s i n E n g l a n d 

and S c o t l a n d . E n c l o s e s v a r i o u s g u i d e s 

and l e a f l e t s w h i c h he h o p e s w i l l be 

h e l p f u l and s t r e s s e s t h a t t h e Committee 

w i l l do a l l i t c a n t o t r y a n d e n s u r e 

t h a t R u t h i n b e l l s r e m a i n hung f o r f u l l 

c i r c l e r i n g i n g . The G l o u c e s t e r & 

B r i s t o l A s s o c i a t i o n h a d a s i m i l a r 

p r o b l e m a t S t i n c h c o m b e : s u g g e s t s LC 

o b t a i n s d e t a i l s o f t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l 

c a s e . 


Annexed: 

1. L I S T o f C h a r i t a b l e T r u s t s d i s p o s e d 

t o c o n s i d e r a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r money f o r 

t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f c h u r c h b e l l s . 


2. GROUNDS OF OBJECTION t o a F a c u l t y 

r e . S t i n c h c o m b e b e l l s , made b y t h e 

V e n e r a b l e W a l t e r Thomas W a r d l e , 

A r c h d e a c o n o f G l o u c e s t e r . 


3. REPORT o f p r o c e e d i n g s i n t h e 

C o n s i s t o r y C o u r t , G l o u c e s t e r r e . 

S t i n c h c o m b e PCC's p e t i t i o n t o r e p l a c e 

i t s b e l l s w i t h an e l e c t r o n i c chime. 

I n c l u d e s p a r t i a l r e p o r t o f t h e 

C h a n c e l l o r ' s judgement. 


[2 c o p i e s , n o t q u i t e i d e n t i c a l ] . 


9945/2/9 SURVEY OF CHURCH BELLS IN GWYNEDD AND 

CLWYD b y C h r i s P i c k f o r d o f B e d f o r d . 




9945

A c c e s s i o n No.


i if?. 
1 
XM9945/2/9/1 NOTES by C h r i s t o p h e r J P i c k f o r d on b e l l s

i n Gwynedd and C l w y d c h u r c h e s , v i s i t e d 
b y h i m as p a r t o f a w i d e s c a l e s u r v e y . 
I n c l u d e s d e s c r i p t i o n s o f i n s c r i p t i o n s , 
w e i g h t s , a c c e s s a n d f i t t i n g s t o b e l l s o f 
S t M a r y ' s , S t P e b l i g ' s a n d C h r i s t 
C h u r c h , C a e r n a r f o n ; t h e C a t h e d r a l and 
S t J a m e s 1 , Bangor; B e a u m a r i s , Amlwch, 
Ll a n e d w e n , P e n t r a e t h a n d H o l y h e a d p a . 
c h u r c h e s ; S t Twrog's, L l a n d w r o g and S t 
M i c h a e l ' s , L l a n r u g . 

XM994 5/3 ST ASAPH CATHEDRAL 


XM9945/3/1 COPY LETTER: J K R a n d o l p h E l l i s , Hon.

S e c . o f t h e N o r t h Wales A s s o c i a t i o n o f 

C h u r c h B e l l R i n g e r s t o The Deanery, S t 

A s a p h . F o l l o w i n g a r e s o l u t i o n a t a 

r e c e n t A s s o c i a t i o n m e e t i n g , JKRE 

i n i t i a t e s a d i a l o g u e w i t h t h e Dean a n d 

C h a p t e r on t h e s u b j e c t o f i n s t a l l i n g a 

r i n g i n g p e a l i n t h e C a t h e d r a l . G i v e s a 

resume o f r e c e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s and 

p r o j e c t s t o promote r i n g i n g w h i c h have 

b e e n c a r r i e d o u t , i n c l u d i n g r e s t o r a t i o n 

work a t S t J o h n ' s , Barmouth, S t 

C y n g a r ' s , L l a n g e f n i , S t M a r y ' s , 

R h u d d l a n , S t D e i n i o l ' s , Hawarden and S t 

L l o n i o ' s , L l a n d i n a m . Work a t R h u d d l a n 

i s d e s c r i b e d i n some d e t a i l , s h o w i n g t h e 

i n v o l v e m e n t o f B r i a n T h r e l f a l l , C h a i r m a n 

o f t h e Towers and B e l f r i e s Committee o f 

t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l , i n c o n d u c t i n g a 

s t r u c t u r a l s u r v e y o f t h e c h u r c h t o w e r . 

BT a l s o r e c e n t l y a d v i s e d t h e Dean and 

C h a p t e r o f P e t e r b o r o u g h C a t h e d r a l , as a 

r e s u l t o f w h i c h t e n r e d u n d a n t b e l l s f r o m 

L e i c e s t e r a r e b e i n g r e - h u n g t h e r e . 
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XM9945/3/1
Contd.

 W a l e s i s u n u s u a l i n h a v i n g so few
 c a t h e d r a l s w i t h b e l l s hung f o r change 

r i n g i n g . The N o r t h W a les A s s o c i a t i o n 
w o u l d l i k e t o e n c o u r a g e t h e Dean and 
C h a p t e r o f S t A s a p h t o c o n s i d e r 
i n s t a l l i n g " p r o p e r " b e l l s ; t h e y o f f e r 
s u p p o r t , f i n a n c i a l h e l p a n d i n f o r m a t i o n 
a b o u t c h a r i t a b l e t r u s t s d e d i c a t e d t o 
t h i s s o r t o f p r o j e c t . 

 20 Feb 1984 

XM9945/3/2 COPY LETTER: J K R a n d o l p h E l l i s , Hon.
S e c . o f t h e N o r t h W a les A s s o c i a t i o n t o 
t h e V e r y Rev C R Renowden MA, C a t h e d r a l 
O f f i c e , H i g h S t r e e t , S t Asaph, r e . a 
p r o p o s a l t o hang b e l l s i n t h e t o w e r o f 
S t A s a p h C a t h e d r a l , w h i c h i s s h o r t l y t o 
be p l a c e d b e f o r e C h a p t e r . G i v e s 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t ways i n w h i c h t h e 
C e n t r a l C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h B e l l R i n g e r s 
w o u l d be a b l e t o a s s i s t , i n c l u d i n g 
a d v i c e on t e c h n i c a l m a t t e r s , 
f u n d - r a i s i n g and t h e m a t c h i n g o f 
r e d u n d a n t b e l l s t o v a c a n t t o w e r s . 

 31 May 1984 

XM9945/4 MISCELLANEOUS: 

XM9945/4/1 TYPESCRIPT o f a t a l k on b e l l s and
b e l l - r i n g i n g g i v e n b y R a n d o l p h E l l i s
members o f B a n g o r U n i v e r s i t y 1 s 
M a t h e m a t i c s C l u b . 

 t o 
 [1980] 

E n c l o s e d : 
1. DIAGRAM s h o w i n g p a r t s o f a b e l l 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o d u c i n g n o m i n a l , 
q u i n t , t i e r c e and p r i m e n o t e s . 

2. NOTES on t h e i n t e n s i t y o f s o u n d 
e n e r g y . 



a c c e s s i o n
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[XM9945/4/2 F I L E OF DIAGRAMS o f n e w l y c o n s t r u c t e d
b e l l r i n g i n g methods b y J K R a n d o l p h 
E l l i s . I n c l u d e s t h e " b l u e l i n e ' , f i r s t 
l e a d e x p r e s s e d n u m e r i c a l l y , l e a d ends 
and p l a c e n o t a t i o n f o r S u r p r i s e , T r e b l e 
Bob and D e l i g h t M a j o r methods. 

 1980-1981 

XM9945/4/3 F I L E OF PAPERS a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e
c r e a t i o n o f new methods. I n c l u d e s 
d i a g r a m s and n o t a t i o n f o r new methods, 
w o r k i n g n o t e s , c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h o t h e r 
b e l l r i n g e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n new methods 
and p r i n t - o u t s (2) o f a l  l r u n g S u r p r i s e 
methods f r o m t h e C e n t r a l C o u n c i l 1 s 
d a t a b a s e , t o t h e end o f 1975. 

 1980-1981 


